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Inter-Asso began its acƟviƟes as an umbrella organisaƟon in 1991, with the primary goal of promoƟng, 
coordinaƟng and supporƟng the acƟviƟes of independent organisaƟons of poliƟcal prisoners and vicƟms of 
communism, as well as invesƟgators of communist crimes and preservers of memory (Inter-Asso Statutes, 
ArƟcle 2(1)). To achieve this, Inter-Asso has set itself the following tasks (Inter-Asso Statutes, ArƟcle 2(2)) (2) to 
promote, coordinate and support the acƟviƟes of independent organisaƟons of poliƟcal prisoners and vicƟms 
of communism, as well as invesƟgators of communist crimes and memory preservaƟon iniƟaƟves, by gaining 
access to state security service files, invesƟgaƟng communist crimes, honouring the vicƟms and seeking jusƟce 
for them. Will these goals be achieved during the 2023–2025 reporƟng period...? This is a parƟcularly 
important and debatable quesƟon on the occasion of the 25th anniversary of Inter-Asso, in terms of the future 
significance of Inter-Asso. 
Taking into account the content of the resoluƟon adopted at the 44th session of the Interparliamentary BalƟc 
Assembly in Riga on 13–14 November 2025, which emphasises the importance of historical memory in addiƟon 
to important issues related to the development of cooperaƟon between the BalƟc countries in various fields, 
acƟviƟes were carried out at both the naƟonal and internaƟonal levels in 2023 and 2024, taking into account 
the aspiraƟons of similar organisaƟons in Estonia, Latvia, and Poland. In accordance with the statutes of the 
Lithuanian PoliƟcal Prisoners and deportees Union (as defined in point 2.4) and the objecƟves of the Inter-Asso 
organisaƟon, acƟviƟes were carried out at both the naƟonal and internaƟonal levels in 2023 and 2024, taking 
into account the aspiraƟons of similar organisaƟons in Estonia, Latvia and Poland. To achieve partnership and 
closer cooperaƟon, the BalƟc Alliance AssociaƟon for the Historical Memory of Exile and DeportaƟon was 
established. Further informaƟon on socio-cultural and memorial events, book publicaƟons and the content of 
the daily newspaper TremƟnys, as well as reports on project applicaƟon implementaƟon, can be found on the 
LPKTS website: hƩps://www.lpkts.lt/. More details can also be found in the following secƟons: 
hƩps://www.lpkts.lt/renginiai/2024-metu-renginiai/; hƩps://www.lpkts.lt/2025-metu-
renginiai/?utm_source=chatgpt.com. Further informaƟon can also be found on the Facebook accounts of the 
most acƟve branches in the country. Therefore, this 2023–2025 acƟvity report only highlights acƟviƟes that 
correlate with Inter-Asso's goals. 
The objecƟves defined in the statutes of the Lithuanian AssociaƟon of PoliƟcal Prisoners and Deportees are as 
follows: 

1. To parƟcipate in naƟonal, patrioƟc, educaƟonal, social, and cultural acƟviƟes aimed at restoring historical 
jusƟce regarding the occupaƟons of 1939–1991, accurately construcƟng the narraƟve of the naƟon's 
resistance, and commemoraƟng the memory of those who died fighƟng for freedom and those who were 
exiled. disseminaƟng informaƟon about the crimes commiƩed by the occupiers and passing on knowledge 
about the history of Lithuanian resistance to the younger generaƟon;  

2. The government is urged to negoƟate with Russia, as the successor to the rights and obligaƟons of the 
USSR, for reparaƟons for the damage done to Lithuania and its people, and to demand compensaƟon for 
forced labor in places of exile and imprisonment.   

3. Defend the rights and legiƟmate interests of former poliƟcal prisoners and deportees.  
4. In social acƟviƟes, strive for the full restoraƟon of the property and civil rights of those who suffered from 

the Soviet occupaƟon...  
5. In cultural acƟviƟes, it encouraged and supported the acƟviƟes of choirs and ensembles of former poliƟcal 

prisoners and deportees, as well as other arƟsƟc acƟviƟes, by organizing their concerts, encouraging their 



parƟcipaƟon in fesƟvals and other mass events, and organizing, encouraging, and supporƟng the acƟviƟes 
of museums of deportaƟon and resistance.  

6. Maintain Ɵes with compatriots living abroad, helping them to preserve their Lithuanian idenƟty as far as 
possible. 

7. cooperate with organizaƟons of former poliƟcal prisoners and other repressed persons in Lithuania and 
other post-communist countries, such as Inter-Asso (it should be noted that acƟvity in 2023-2025 was 
parƟcularly passive), the European and Conscience Plaƞorm, the Lithuanian World Community, or 
organizaƟons in neighboring BalƟc Sea region countries by establishing the BalƟc Alliance AssociaƟon for 
the Historical Memory of DeportaƟons and Exiles in 2025, based in Kaunas, Laisvės al. 39. 

 
In implemenƟng the commitments under point 1, the following major cultural events will be held: 
 

 2023-08-0515 
A meeƟng of the Presidium of the InternaƟonal AssociaƟon of Former PoliƟcal Prisoners and VicƟms of 

Communism was held in Vilnius, the capital of Lithuania, aƩended by: Inter-Asso President ChrisƟan Dietrich 
(Germany), Mirna Sunić-Žakman (CroaƟa), Ján Košiar (Slovakia), Jan LeƟcky-Šveda (Slovakia), and Honorary 
President ChrisƟan Fuch (Berlin). Our Honorary Chairman ChrisƟan Fuch (Berlin) also parƟcipated in the 
meeƟng. The intenƟon of Inter-Asso's invitaƟon was related to the 35th anniversary of the Lithuanian PoliƟcal 
Prisoners and Deportees Union in 2023. On Saturday evening, August 5, the board met in Vilnius. Chairman Ch. 
Dietrich reported on Inter-Asso's acƟviƟes since the last board meeƟng, which took place in Berlin in December 
2022. He reported on parƟcipaƟon in several internaƟonal meeƟngs with representaƟves of European vicƟms' 
associaƟons. It should become clear in the near future how the board can remain funcƟonal if the presidium 
members from Hungary and Romania are no longer able to travel. Prof. Jonas JakaiƟs, chairman of the Vilnius 
region of the LPKTS, parƟcipated in the meeƟng as a guest delegate of the LPKTS. The presidium discussed and 
approved the parƟcipaƟon in, organizaƟon of, and parƟal financing of the Inter-Asso congress in the Lithuanian 
Parliament in Vilnius (from the presidium's 2023-2024 budget). The presidium discussed and approved 
parƟcipaƟon in the Inter-Asso congress, its organizaƟon, and parƟal financing of the event in the Lithuanian 
Parliament in Vilnius (from the minutes of the presidium's decisions of 05-08-2023). 

 

  2023-11-1716 
The Lithuanian AssociaƟon of PoliƟcal Prisoners and Deportees iniƟated the internaƟonal conference 

"FORUMAS-23" as a preliminary event to the 25th Inter-Asso Congress in Vilnius, as well as organizing 
exhibiƟons of ex-libris and the "European Memory Plaƞorm" to commemorate the 35th anniversary of the 
Lithuanian AssociaƟon of PoliƟcal Prisoners and Deportees. 

 
15 hƩps://interasso.org/2023/08/19/vorstand-der-interasso-tagte-in-litauen/#more-444  
16 hƩps://www.pozicija.org/forumas-23-moksliniu-straipsniu-rinkinys-kaip-istorines-atminƟes-iprasminimu-liudijimas/  



FORUMAS-23 in the Lithuanian Parliament marks the expanding acƟviƟes of the LPKTS community with 
related organizaƟons in Latvia, Poland, Moldova, Germany, Slovakia, CroaƟa, etc., in other words, with the 
InternaƟonal AssociaƟon of Former PoliƟcal Prisoners and VicƟms of Communism (Inter-Asso) and the Plaƞorm 
of European Memory and Conscience, allowing us to share experiences and ideas to improve the acƟviƟes of 
our community... So we are shaping the direcƟons and visions for our acƟviƟes in the coming years, drawing up 
calendars, evaluaƟng the experience we have gained... In summary, the results of the conference "Assessment 
of the Phenomenon of Resistance and DeportaƟon in Today's Lithuanian Memory Culture" "FORUMAS-23" held 
at the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania were compiled and published on 30 March 2024 (aƩached) in a 
collecƟon of scienƟfic arƟcles from the conference (Conference iniƟator and coordinator: Prof. Dr. Jonas 
JakaiƟs. Chairman of the Vilnius branch of the Lithuanian PoliƟcal Prisoners and Deportees Union, member of 
the LPKTS Council, professor at Vilnius Gediminas Technical University. The conference was funded by the 
LPKTS, LRS, LGGRTC, with the support of MEP R. Juknevičienė.) Based on the issues discussed at the 
conference, a resoluƟon was adopted staƟng that the FORUM-23 event should be considered a conƟnuaƟon of 
the 25th Inter-Asso Congress to be held in Lithuania in 2024. Inter-Asso President Ch. Dietrich and Lena Ens, 
RepresentaƟve of the Federal FoundaƟon for the Study of the Communist Dictatorship in Germany and Inter-
Asso, parƟcipated in the forum and read presentaƟons. 

 

  2023-11-1717 
"Names of Historical Memory"  – an internaƟonal ex-libris compeƟƟon at the Lithuanian Parliament, 

whose objecƟves are to commemorate the names of Lithuanian freedom fighters and the founders of the 
Lithuanian army – historical figures and events – and to mark the years of Lithuanian poliƟcal prisoners and 
exiles, to promote interest in the history of the Lithuanian army and freedom fighters, Lithuania's struggles for 
freedom and independence from the 1863 uprising to the restoraƟon of independence, with the parƟcipaƟon 
of Lithuanian and foreign arƟsts from ArgenƟna, Germany, Finland, Poland, and Ukraine. CompeƟƟon partners: 
Lithuanian PoliƟcal Prisoners and Deportees Union (LPKTS), World Lithuanian Center. Sponsors: Lithuanian 
FoundaƟon (USA), Commission for the PromoƟon of Lithuanian TradiƟons and Heritage, LŠS V. Putvinskio-
Pūtvio Club, Lithuanian PoliƟcal Prisoners and Deportees Union (LPKTS), Lithuanian Riflemen's Union Vytautas 
the Great 2nd Brigade. Chairman of the CompeƟƟon EvaluaƟon CommiƩee, Chairman of the Vilnius Branch of 
LPKTS, Prof. Jonas JakaiƟs. 2023-11-17  "Names of Historical Memory"  – an internaƟonal ex-libris compeƟƟon 
at the Lithuanian Parliament, whose objecƟves are to commemorate the names of Lithuanian freedom fighters 
and the founders of the Lithuanian army – historical figures and events – and to mark the years of Lithuanian 
poliƟcal prisoners and exiles, to promote interest in the history of the Lithuanian army and freedom fighters, 
Lithuania's struggles for freedom and independence from the 1863 uprising to the restoraƟon of 
independence, with the parƟcipaƟon of Lithuanian and foreign arƟsts from ArgenƟna, Germany, Finland, 
Poland, and Ukraine. CompeƟƟon partners: Lithuanian PoliƟcal Prisoners and Deportees Union (LPKTS), World 
Lithuanian Center. Sponsors: Lithuanian FoundaƟon (USA), Commission for the PromoƟon of Lithuanian 
TradiƟons and Heritage, LŠS V. Putvinskio-Pūtvio Club, Lithuanian PoliƟcal Prisoners and Deportees Union 
(LPKTS), Lithuanian Riflemen's Union Vytautas the Great 2nd Brigade. Chairman of the CompeƟƟon EvaluaƟon 
CommiƩee, Chairman of the Vilnius Branch of LPKTS, Prof. Jonas JakaiƟs. 

 
In implemenƟng the commitments under point 3, more important events will be held to defend the 
rights and legiƟmate interests of former poliƟcal prisoners and deportees in connecƟon with law-
making: 

 

 
17 hƩps://www.pozicija.org/istorines-atminƟes-vardai-tarptauƟnis-ekslibrisu-konkursas/  



 2023-11-2718 
The Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania iniƟated a working group discussion with Minister of Health 

Arūnas Dulkys on amending legislaƟon to legalize medical and/or social rehabilitaƟon for poliƟcal prisoners, 
deportees, resistance parƟcipants, parƟsans, or others who suffered as defenders of their homeland from the 
Soviet totalitarian regime of 1939-1990. 

 

2024-07-1619 
When presenƟng the draŌ law amending Law No. VIII-238 on the Lithuanian Genocide and Resistance 

Research Center, the Lithuanian AssociaƟon of PoliƟcal Prisoners and Deportees parƟcipated in the Lithuanian 
Parliament by submiƫng proposals on the reorganizaƟon of the LGGRTC, with the aim of improving and 
streamlining the Center's acƟviƟes. VIII-238, the LPKTS parƟcipated in the Lithuanian Parliament by submiƫng 
proposals on the reorganizaƟon of the LGGRTC, with a view to improving and streamlining the Center's 
management powers and ensuring the level of funding necessary for the Center to carry out its tasks... 

 
In implemenƟng the commitments under point 5, the following major cultural events will be held: 

 

 2024-06-1520 
The 16th naƟonal fesƟval of songs and poetry by poliƟcal prisoners and deportees, "Leiskit į Tėvynę" (Let 

Us Return to Our Homeland), took place in Utena. Held every two years, the naƟonal fesƟval of songs and 
poetry by deportees and poliƟcal prisoners, "Let Us Return to Our Homeland," is an event aimed at 
strengthening community spirit by bringing together various Lithuanian groups, compatriots, local 
communiƟes, and organizaƟons, to promote respecƞul ciƟzenship and the preservaƟon of historical memory, 
to remember the vicƟms of Soviet repression (deportees, poliƟcal prisoners), and to involve younger 
generaƟons through song and poetry. 

 

 
18 hƩps://www.pozicija.org/lietuvos-poliƟniu-kaliniu-ir-tremƟniu-bei-rezistentu-sauksmas-tyruose/  
19 hƩps://www.pozicija.org/jonas-jakaiƟs-lggrtc-reorganizacija-voliuntarisƟniu-jegu-spastuose/  
20 hƩps://www.voruta.lt/utenoje-vyko-xvi-oji-respublikine-poliƟniu-kaliniu-ir-tremƟniu-dainu-ir-poezijos-svente-leiskit-i-
tevyne/?utm_source=chatgpt.com  



In implemenƟng the commitments under point 7, the following major internaƟonal events will be 
held: 
 

 2024-09-1721  
A delegaƟon from the Lithuanian PoliƟcal Prisoners and Deportees Union (LPKTS), at the invitaƟon of the 

Polish AssociaƟon of Siberian Deportees (Związek Sybiraków, ZS), parƟcipated in a ceremony in Gdańsk 
commemoraƟng the tragic events of the 85th anniversary of the Soviet army's aggression against Poland. It is 
parƟcularly important for the LPKTS to strengthen the partnership between Lithuanian and Polish organizaƟons 
with their brothers in exile. And it succeeded... During informal meeƟngs with members of the Siberian 
community, opportuniƟes for cooperaƟon were discussed, seeking new forms of communicaƟon, including 
project acƟviƟes. The idea of the BalƟc Alliance began to develop... 

 

   
2024-11-2122 RepresentaƟves of the Lithuanian AssociaƟon of PoliƟcal Prisoners and Deportees, the 
AssociaƟon of Polish Deportees to Siberia, the AssociaƟon of PoliƟcally Repressed Persons in Latvia, and the 
Estonian Broken Wheat Society signed a cooperaƟon agreement in Riga with the aim of "... foster a common 
cultural idenƟty, commemorate the fate of Siberian deportees, maintain their graves and memorials, and 
organize acƟviƟes for the benefit of Siberian deportees, poliƟcal prisoners, and their families. They also agreed 
to work in the field of patrioƟc educaƟon for young people, with a parƟcular focus on promoƟng the values 
that guided Siberian deportees and poliƟcal prisoners. The parƟes also undertake to cooperate in the field of 
historical educaƟon and memory, in parƟcular through "living history" lessons involving Siberian deportees, 
poliƟcal prisoners, historians, and representaƟves of other scienƟfic fields...". At the first meeƟng of the 
InternaƟonal CoordinaƟng Commission, Prof. Jonas JakaiƟs, represenƟng Lithuania, was elected as chairman. 
 

   
2025-04-2523 Visit by members of the Baltic Alliance to Wrocław to participate in the commemoration 

of the 85th anniversary of the start of mass deportations of Poles to Siberia and the 20th anniversary of the 
Eastern Golgotha March in Wrocław... 

 

 
21 hƩps://www.voruta.lt/gdanske-paminetos-ssrs-1939-metu-rugsejo-17-dienos-invazijos-i-lenkija-85-osios-meƟnes/  
22 hƩps://www.pozicija.org/balƟjos-regiono-represuotu-asmenu-bendradarbiavimo-susitarimas/ 
23 hƩps://www.lpkts.lt/2025-metu-renginiai/?utm_source=chatgpt.com  



  2025-05-2424 
CommemoraƟng the date of the most massive deportaƟons of 1948-05-22/27, by mutual agreement of 

the InternaƟonal CoordinaƟon Commission (ICC) of the BalƟc Alliance, the 1st Conference of the BalƟc Alliance 
– Latvian, Lithuania, Estonia, and Poland, dedicated not only to commemoraƟng the most massive 
deportaƟons from the BalƟc states and Poland, but also to discussing the problems faced by today's deportees 
and poliƟcal prisoners and aspects of jusƟce against the aggressor against Ukraine. At the 1st BalƟc Alliance 
Conference (Latvia) and the meeƟng of the InternaƟonal CoordinaƟon Commission held at the Ariogala 2024 
FesƟval (Lithuania), it was decided to submit a BalƟc Alliance peƟƟon and resoluƟon (documents aƩached – 1. 
APPENDIX) condemning totalitarian communist and Nazi ideologies to the 2nd conference to be held in Tallinn 
in 2025, in the hope that the EU insƟtuƟons will take concrete steps to ensure that the European Commission, 
in cooperaƟon with the European Parliament and the Council, iniƟate legislaƟve work aimed at creaƟng 
condiƟons for the frozen assets of the Russian FederaƟon to be used to compensate both the losses of Soviet 
vicƟms and the consequences of the war in Ukraine. 

 

  2025-09-18/1925 
In implementaƟon of the 2024-11-21 cooperaƟon agreement between the BalƟc States and Poland, the 

BalƟc Alliance iniƟated the 2nd internaƟonal conference "VicƟms of OccupaƟon Without Borders" on 2025-
09-18/19 at the Estonian Parliament in Tallinn. The documents of the ResoluƟon (aƩached)  and PeƟƟon were 
distributed among the members of the European Parliament, the parliaments and governments of the BalƟc 
Alliance countries, non-governmental organizaƟons, and the media. A presentaƟon is planned to be made at 
the BalƟc Assembly Conference in Tartu. 

 
Plans and proposals for the future: 

 2026-01-23 

- ConƟnue the above-menƟoned acƟviƟes for 2023-2025 at both naƟonal and internaƟonal 
levels, as far as possible, strengthening Ɵes and integraƟon with partner insƟtuƟons. Seek to 
exchange expediƟonary and exploratory trips to the naƟonal organizaƟons of Inter-Asso 
members, strengthening project acƟviƟes. 

 
24 hƩps://www.lpkts.lt/2025-metu-renginiai/?utm_source=chatgpt.com  
25 hƩps://www.pozicija.org/prof-dr-jonas-jakaiƟs-okupacijos-aukos-be-sienu/  



- Seek more acƟve parƟcipaƟon of BalƟc representaƟves in the management of Inter-Asso, thus 
proposing an amendment to ArƟcle 8(1) of the Statutes: "The Presidium shall consist of one 
natural person delegated by each naƟonal organizaƟon."  

- Seek closer coordinaƟon between Inter-Asso and the BalƟc Alliance AssociaƟon for the 
Historical Memory of DeportaƟons and Exiles in addressing issues of social and moral well-
being and jusƟce for deportees, poliƟcal prisoners, and resistance fighters, not only at the 
naƟonal level, but also at the level of the European Union and the European Parliament.  

- Seek unity and support for the iniƟaƟves and statements of the BalƟc Alliance AssociaƟon set 
out in the documents adopted by the Estonian Parliament on 19 September 2025 (aƩached).  

- Propose and essenƟally endorse the statements formulated in the BalƟc Alliance peƟƟon and 
resoluƟon, as well as the FORUM-23 resoluƟon. 

- Propose and invite Inter-Asso members to contribute to the BalƟc Alliance iniƟaƟve to 
organize and parƟcipate in the acƟviƟes of the 26th Congress in the Lithuanian Parliament in 
Vilnius. 

- To give priority to issues related to the preservaƟon of historical memory for the integraƟon of 
young people when applying for funding for acƟviƟes from various European or naƟonal 
funds. 

 
Report prepared by: 
 
Vladas Sungaila  

Chairman of the Board of the Lithuanian 
PoliƟcal Prisoners and Deportees Union  

 

Prof. Dr. Jonas JakaiƟs 
Member of the Council of the Lithuanian 
PoliƟcal Prisoners and Deportees Union; 
President of the BalƟc Alliance - AssociaƟon for 
the PreservaƟon of Historical Memory of 
DeportaƟons and Exiles 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



1. Appendix: ResoluƟon 

 



 


